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News Brief 
 
 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has joined a high-level meeting on UN reforms hosted by Donald 

Trump when the US president urged the United Nations to improve the way it operates. Heads of states 

and governments of 193 countries, who are in New York to attend the 72nd UN General Assembly 

session, joined the meeting held at the UN Headquarters yesterday. Later in the day, the Prime Minister 

is scheduled to attend another meeting on the Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse and hold a 

bilateral meeting with her Bhutanese counterpart Tshering Tobgay. The PM would also hold a meeting 

with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and attend a follow-up meeting of Global Deal for 

Decent Work and Inclusive Growth.  

 Industries Minister Amir Hossain Amu has asked the officials of Bangladesh Sugar and Food 

Industries Corporation to ensure the highest transparency in the process of sugar import. “The 

government has decided to import one lakh metric ton sugar to overcome the loss of recent flood and 

ensure uninterrupted supply of sugar,” he said while addressing at a programme in Dhaka yesterday.  

 Health and Family Welfare Minister Mohammed Nasim has sought support of the government of 

South Korea in mobilizing world opinion for exerting pressure on Myanmar to stop barbaric killings in 

its Rakhine state. "Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has given shelter to Rohingyas on humanitarian 

grounds. We (the government) are providing them with food, accommodation and medical care. But, it 

would not be possible to continue the support for a long time," he said. Health Minister was talking to 

South Korean ambassador to Bangladesh Ahn Seong-doo who called on him at his secretariat office 

yesterday. The South Korean envoy said his country would support Bangladesh in resolving the crisis. 

 Information Minister Hasanul Huq Inu has said Bangladesh will seek diplomatic solutions with 

Myanmar regarding the influx of Rohingya refugees from that country. Addressing a press conference 

at Press Information Department in Dhaka the minister also said, "The Rohingya crisis is an ethnic 

problem. It isn't a religious issue.” And the only solution to the crisis lies in the peaceful deportation 

and rehabilitation of the refugees in their own land. 

          The Myanmar army should be held accountable for 'the ethnic cleansing' of Rohingya minority in 

Rakhine state, said Rushanara Ali, MP and UK Prime Minister's Trade Envoy for Bangladesh. During 

her talks with Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed at his secretariat office in Dhaka yesterday Rushanara 

also said the UK wanted the international community to take tougher actions against the Myanmar 

military. After the meeting, the British MP told journalists that the country has made laudable progress 

in safety and security services at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport for lifting the ban on direct 

cargo flights from Dhaka to the UK. She has already raised the issue of ban to her Prime Minister, she 

added.  

  Human Rights Watch has said the UN Security Council and concerned countries should impose 

targeted sanctions and arms embargo on the Burmese military for their ethnic cleansing campaign 

against minority Rohingya in Rakhine state of the country. „The Security Council should urgently place 

a travel ban and asset freeze on those responsible for grave abuses and impose a comprehensive arms 

embargo against Burma, including prohibiting military cooperation and financial transactions with key 

military-owned enterprises,‟ New York-based HRW said in a statement on Sunday evening (NY time). 

 A 14-member delegation of ICC Bangladesh led by its President Mahbubur Rahman left Dhaka on 

Sunday to attend ICC‟s 10th World Chambers Congress to be held in Sydney from September 19 to 21. 

The World Chambers Congress is the premier event of its kind bringing together chamber, business and 
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 DSEX, the benchmark index of the DSE settled yesterday at 6,236 points. 
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